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	Code
	Project
	Place
	Date
	Vols.

	NT06
	Marine Turtle
	Puerto Vallarta
	19/10 to 08/11
	12

	NT07
	Marine Turtle
	Puerto Vallarta
	09/11 to 29/11
	12

	NT08
	Marine Turtle
	Puerto Vallarta
	30/11 to 20/12
	12


International project: 

Project

Nuestra Tierra is a non-profit organization from Puerto Vallarta. It elaborates and helps projects giving service and benefit to the community and nature resources. The aim is the search of a regional and national community development, and this in social and ecological matters. The Voluntary Service Section of the association provides a considerable part of its action, power, and energy.
In Mexico, marine turtles have played an important role in the economic development of some towns of the coast. However, their exploitation has placed them at the present time among species in danger of extinction. The country has got a strategic position for this resource, and is very important to protect them.

Activities:
The high season from June to December, a sharp number of turtles come to the beaches of Puerto Vallarta to put their eggs in the sand, so that 45 days later, the baby turtles could be born and liberated into the sea.

It is important to say that it is a hard and exhausting work, but you have to know it in advance. It consists in:

· Patrolling once per night along the beaches of the area and watching where the 
marine turtles go and make their nests during the night. This is sometimes done 
under 
rainstorms and/or under high temperatures with a huge presence of 
mosquitoes.
· Constructing the turtles nesting area which has been damaged during the 
winter period and the big tides.

· Watching over the camp

· Making an inventory of the existing material as to put in order the camp.

· Cleaning the beach and the estuary

Requirements:
· To be more than 20 years old.

· To speak Spanish will help at the volunteer and the project too. Therefore, we do 
not require a good level but it is recommended.

· To have its own initiatives and to be able to adjust to 
different life conditions, to 
have a desire to work, an important sense of responsibility and of autonomy.
Please let us know you email address to give you more details about the project.
Observations:
· You may not see many turtles as it the low season.

· Vegetarian people must be able to either adapt to the sponsored food, which can contain at least some meat, or eat rice, salad and tortillas for three weeks. It will be possible to eat free with the employees of the “Hotel Velas”, partner of the camp.

What to bring with:
· Sleeping bag (light)

· Light clothes for the heat as well as some for the cold, as nights can be fresh, (“cold” is here meant by Mexican standards, so you should not bring more than one jumper and one pair of jeans. Better are light, but long-sleeved clothes against the mosquitoes.)

· Rain gear

· Mosquito repellent

· Personal first-aid kit

· Sunglasses

· Solar protection cream

· A lot of enthusiasm and a sense of adaptation.

Accommodation:
A very rustic camp on the beach, having open areas for dining, sleeping (though, you might sleep in a tent as well), and bathroom; there are outdoors. Everything is open and you need to be prepared not to live in the usual luxury of a house with refrigerator, shower, stereo, etc. The sanitary facilities, apart from a very simple toilet at the camp, are in a hotel, which sponsors the project, about half-hour walk from the camp.

Fee:
As Nuestra Tierra is a non-governmental and a non-profit association, your contribution will be used to fund the projects of the association, $3,000 pesos (about $285 USD, or 230 euros) are requested to the volunteers. It must be paid on arrival.
    There is 50 euro administration fee that must be paid when you are selected.
Location:
Puerto Vallarta is situated in the Banderas Bay on the Pacific Ocean. In winter, the climate is hot but the nights are fresh. Puerto Vallarta is a very important tourist place.

Entertainment:
Leisure activities are up to the volunteers during their free time. They will not live far from Vallarta Down Town. Thus all the recreation possibilities are quite close. The mountains, the sea, the beach and the local communities are giving a great panel of opportunities.

How to come

Puerto Vallarta is a very tourist place; therefore, it counts with an international airport, a marina terminal and bus stations.

· It can be reached by bus from Mexico City directly or via Guadalajara or 
Morelia.

· By plane, it is possible to land directly at Puerto Vallarta

Bus trip duration:
Bus companies: Primera Plus, Pacifico, Elite, Turistar and ETN.



From Mexico City
12 hours 



From Morelia
 City
9 hours 



From Guadalajara City 5 hours
¡Thanks for confirming your arrival!
The meeting for each project is at 4.pm at:

Map of the Meeting Point at the airport in Puerto Vallarta 
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